
Group of Friends of Universal Health Coverage and Global Health
Virtual Briefing on COVID-19 and universal health coverage (UHC)
9:00 am-11:00 am, Friday 15 May 2020 (EST)

	RUN OF SHOW

	9:05 – 9:15 AM
	WELCOME REMARKS
· H.E. Mr. Ishikane Kimihiro, Permanent Representative of Japan to the UN (3 min)
· Background, purpose and organization of the meeting
· H.E. Mr. Vitavas Srivihok, Permanent Representative of Thailand to the UN (3 min)
· H.E. Mr. Kaha Imnadze, Permanent Representative of Georgia to the UN (3 min)
· Examples: Perspectives as co-facilitators of HLM/UHC incl. relevance of UHC in COVID-19 response and preparedness, etc. 
· Stewart Simonson, Assistant Director-General, WHO Office at the UN (1 min)
· Examples: Context of the meeting in relation to processes in New York and around WHO,etc.

	9:15 AM                      H.E. Mr. Vitavas Srivihok to introduce President of the General Assembly

	9:16 – 9:25 AM
	OPENING REMARKS
· H.E. Mr. Tijjani Muhammad-Bande, President of the UN General Assembly 
Sample suggested points:
· Highlight Relevance of UHC as a cornerstone in COVID-19 response and preparedness
· Reiterate the importance of political commitment of the Political Declaration of UNGA HLM on UHC agreed by HoS in September 2019 in the context of COVID-19
· African perspectives on COVID-19 and UHC
· Encouragement and expectations to GoF of UHC and Global Health

	9:25 AM                      H.E. Mr. Vitavas Srivihok to introduce WHO Deputy Director-General

	9:26-9:45 AM
	SPECIAL REMARKS
· Dr. Zsuzsanna Jakab, Deputy Director-General of WHO
· Update on COVID-19 situation and WHO’s on-going work; emphasize the relevance of UHC particularly HLM on UHC in COVID-19 response and preparedness as well as link between UHC and global health security
· Address guiding questions and highlighting the need to ensure continuity of essential health services and financial risk protection during a pandemic
· Reiterate renewed urgency to strengthen and achieve UHC to address and mitigate ongoing and future pandemics. 

	9:45 AM                      H.E. Mr. Kaha Imnadze to moderate discussion with Member States

	9:46-10:54 AM
	DISCUSSION
· Speakers are encouraged to limit interventions to 2 minutes
· Interventions will be bundled by a few rounds and questions to WHO will be addressed in a consolidated manner

	10:54–11:00 AM 
	 CLOSING
· H.E. Mr. Kaha Imnadze, Permanent Representative of Georgia to the UN (2 min)
· H.E. Mr. Vitavas Srivihok, Permanent Representative of Thailand to the UN (2 min)
· H.E. Mr. Ishikane Kimihiro, Permanent Representative of Japan to the UN (2 min)
· Summary and next steps



	GUIDING QUESTIONS

	
1. How has UHC contributed to the resilience of health systems and better prepared countries to contain and respond to public health emergencies such as the COVID-19 pandemic? 
2. At a time when the pandemic has exacerbated existing inequalities and left many financially insecure, what measures can the government take to ensure universal access to essential health services and financial risk protection, particularly for the most vulnerable? 
3. What are some effective practices of strong, resilient and agile health systems, that enable them to maintain continuity of essential health services while responding to an outbreak? 
4. What are the best sustainable, multisectoral investments that policymakers can make, using a whole of government, One Health approach, to “build back better” and accelerate progress toward achieving the SDGs in the Decade of Action and Delivery for Sustainable Development? 
5. For GoF Members:  What are the topics and activities the GoF of UHC should cover and undertake in the future (e.g. Side event at HLPF, joint statement etc.)



Dr Zsuzsanna Jakab, Deputy Director-General, WHO
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Biography
Zsuzsanna Jakab, a native of Hungary, was appointed Deputy Director-General of the World Health Organization (WHO) in March 2019, after having served as WHO Regional Director for the European Region for nine years. The Deputy Director-General’s portfolio includes WHO’s technical programmes for universal health coverage, the life course, communicable and noncommunicable diseases, healthier populations and antimicrobial resistance, alongside other programmes.
Dr Jakab has held a number of high-profile national and international public health policy positions in the last three decades. She served as the founding Director of the European Union's European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) in Stockholm, Sweden. Between 2005 and 2010, she built ECDC into an internationally respected centre of excellence in the fight against infectious diseases. Between 2002 and 2005, Dr Jakab was State Secretary at the Hungarian Ministry of Health, Social and Family Affairs. Between 1991 and 2002, she worked at the WHO Regional Office for Europe in a range of senior management roles. 

image1.jpeg




